Resolution #2 UDOV May 7, 2026
Resolution to Support “California Democrat Platform for Political Reform” as it applies to any action to remove Ojai City Council District Voting.
Whereas it is the duty of the United Democrats of the Ojai Valley to take a position to oppose the Agenda Item before the Ojai City Council to remove district area voting for city council seats for the November 3, 2026 election and future elections.
Whereas the Ojai City Council adopted a resolution in 2018 providing for city council district voting areas for the 2020 election to align with the California Voting Rights Act of 2001. 
Whereas the United Democrats of the Ojai Valley support the spirit of the Preamble of the Political Reform Platform of the California Democratic Party, “We demand transparency and accountability from both our party and government. We will combat voter suppression and election subversion”.
Whereas the United Democrats of the Ojai Valley support the California Democratic Party-Political Reform platform statement to “Encourage the replacement of at-large election methods with the adoption of by-district and/or alternative voting methods when it maintains the spirit of the California Voting Rights Act.”
Whereas The United Democrats of the Ojai Valley oppose any resolutions coming from any other Democratic club or elected officials to remove the existing district voting areas prior to the November 3, 2026 election. Removing district voting areas three months prior to the close of candidate filing changes the manner which candidates will campaign including the number of voter contacts and the material cost of running a campaign.
Whereas the United Democrats of the Ojai Valley oppose any change of district voting areas that will leave the City of Ojai open to lawsuits alleging violations of the California Voting Rights Act. The City of Ojai received notice from the law firm of Shenkman and Hughes, specializing in lawsuits regarding California Voting Rights Act violations.
Therefore, the United Democrats of the Ojai Valley stand in solidarity with the 2026 Political Reform Platform of the California Democrats to maintain the existing district voting areas of the City of Ojai.  We respectfully ask for the support of the Ventura County Democratic Central Committee and the California Democratic State Party to support our resolution to oppose At-Large voting for Ojai City Council.
Be it further resolved, this resolution is to be shared with local elected representatives, Democratic party leaders at the local and state level, community organizations, and the public to encourage broad support.

Resolution Adopted: May 7, 2026

